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Travails, yes
Opportunities-most definitely

Most likely, we' ve all heard the
philosophica question: “Is the glass
half-empty or half-full?” Following
the 2004 growing season and the
lack of any crop to speak of, it
would be easy to seethe glass as
half empty and simply quit and go
fishing. It seemsthat every region in
the Southeast has been effected by
some sort of adverse weather
condition, from the very obvious
hurricanes and unseasonabl e wet
summer to the complete and
unexplainable absence of any nut
crops in regions fortunate enough to
escape the tropical storms.

While not trying to predict the
future, | believe the long-term
negative effect of the 2004 pecan
growing season is the obscenely
high prices of pecans, both in the
grocery stores and the wider
markets for pecans. One can
imagine seeing $8.00 per pound
pecansin the retail stores picked up,
looked at and laid back down in
favor of other nuts. And that $8.00 a
pound pecan is not even new-crop
product. Consumers have alimit on
what they will or can spend and
$8.00 pecans are not in the budget
[imit of most consumers. Not
having the opportunity to learn of
reactions from larger users of
pecans, a safe bet would be that
they too have a huge problem in

dealing with the wide swingsin
pecan prices.

An upbeat thought for growersis
that the trees remained healthy in
2004, retaining their foliage till late
November and were unburdened
from producing heavy crops.
Neither was there a destructive
hurricane to stressthe trees. A
relatively cold winter is now needed
to provide the necessary chill hours.
The stage seems to be set for a
strong 2005 crop. Prices should
remain too high for the good of the
industry as inventories are
replenished.

Itistimefor usall to put the lack of
2004 crop where it belongs, behind
us, and begin to work on the 2005
crop.

11" Annual Workshop
February 26, 2005

Interaction with others of similar
interest is valuable. NCPGA is
providing that opportunity again, on
Saturday February 26, 2005. The
setting will be the 11th annual
educational workshop and field day.
Again, Allan Thornton has arranged
for the Association to meet at the
Agri-Expo Center in Clinton.

- 3



Highlighting the daylong
educational program will be Peter
and Marie Buyck from St.
Matthews, SC. Peter and Marie
have been NCPGA members since
we began 11 years ago. They
operate a huge pecan orchard and
market their pecansto end users
using value-added strategies. They
will share how they began and grew
their marketing program. In the total
scheme of things, we are all small
growers with a need to maximize
our return from the crop we grow.

Peter and Marie are loya members
of Southeastern Pecan Growers also
and highly visible with Peter
serving as adirector in SEPGA for
many years.

The educational program will again
be led by the NCPGA educational
advisor, Dr. Mike Parker and
Sampson County Extension
Associate, Allan Thornton. The
program agendaisawork in
process at this time but an agenda
will be mailed by early February
2005. Please, mark the calendar
Now.

Aswe have donein the past, we are
reguesting each person bring one
question to ask during the program.
It will indeed be refreshing to hear
interest and concerns from other
growers. With lots of questions
asked and responses provided, we
will have our thoughts and ideas
supported or perhaps challenged.
And, that’s avery good thing.

The demonstration orchard has not
been identified. Efforts are
underway to arrange avisit to an
orchard undergoing reclamation.

A catered lunch will be provided
and funded by a modest registration
fee. The publicisinvited.

Officers and Directors Election

The time has come when you can be
elected to serve as an officer or
director in this pecan growers
association, which proudly serves
both of the Carolinas. New and
fresh ideas always strengthen any
organization. NCPGA continues to
be strong in its organization, but
with new input, new ideas, new
concepts and new energy it will be
even stronger.

During the business portion of the
meeting in Clinton, elections will be
held to elect two directorsto serve a
four-year term and to elect a
president, vice-president, secretary
and executive director to serve a
two-year term.

Association members considering
the possibility of serving are
strongly encouraged to express that
interest with NCPGA Secretary,
Laurie Wood. A slate of nominees
will be presented to the general
membership for their vote.

Pecan Tree Supply

Just as the hurricanes in Florida,
Georgia and Alabama were most
unwelcome in producing pecan
orchards, they were also unwelcome

in the pecan nurseries.

The nurseries normally providing
bare-rooted trees in North Carolina
continue to hold to their promise
that trees will be available sometime
late in December. Bare-rooted
varieties, more commonly planted
in NC, are expected to be available
at Woodard Pecan Nursery.
Container grown trees are also
available. Visit NCPGAs web-site
at www.ncpecans.org for that source.
Newer varieties are available from

the many nurseries advertising
regularly in Pecan South magazine.
While planting varieties proven in
NC isacomfortable decision, there
are many other varieties that will do
quite well for us. My suggestion is
to study and learn all about the
variety being considered. Ask
questions and seek opinions, from
those in whom you have
confidence. The seven to ten years
needed to determine suitability of a
pecan tree is huge in time, not
necessarily dollars invested.

NCPGA Web Site

The address is www.ncpecans.org.
Though still awork-in-process, the
current statusis a huge
improvement. Special attention is
called to the lesson plan section.
The content of this 40-page section
was professionally created by
teachers of lower school age
children and conformsto state
requirements. Freely use this section
as ateaching tool as needed. Or,
perhaps you can direct
schoolteachersto that site and
encourage them to use as they see
fit. Asyou’ve heard before, this
work was funded by a matching
USDA grant administered by the
NCDA & CS. NCPGA will
continue to work with the
sponsoring agencies to not only
complete the website, but also
provide continuing support in its
mai ntenance.

Laurie Wood, NCDA & CS
Marketing Specialist isthe
coordinator. Sheis available for
thoughts and suggestions
concerning the web site. Laurie
continues to carry a heavy load for
the Association and is readily
available. Her phoneis
910-532-4208.



Part of a pecan grower®
Christmas List.

A pecan tree inoculate that will
rid us of the number one
scourge, pecan scab and scorch

Support work to identify
nitrogen-fixing crops in pecan
orchards

Quick response to research into
the alternate bearing syndrome

A once-over systemic
insecticide to discourage PNCB
and weevils, and squirrelstoo

A stabilization of pecansin
inventory to decrease large
fluctuations in pecan prices

The pure grit and determination
needed to “hang tuff” when the
going isrough.

Timely todolist

Sample soil and apply lime
based on results

Schedule pruning for early
2005

Relocate trees while
dormant

Accumulate and store graft
wood

Plant trees by end of
January

Attend educationd
programs



North Carolina Pecan Harvest Festival

Allan Thornton with captivated

39 Grade Audience
NC Pecan Growers Float — NC Pecan Harvest Festival

November 6, 2004
L eft to Right, Bill Bunn, Laurie Wood, Ben Byrd, Angela Byrd

Bill Bunn, President NCPGA as he
Talks about What he Loves— NC Pecans
Pecan Day, Historic Oakview Park,
Raleiah. NC - November 13. 2004

NC Pecan Grower s Float — Pecan Harvest Festival Parade
Final Look

Ross Ward —Teaching about
Cracking/Shelling
Pecan Harvest Festival Educational Program



Pecan Day Raleigh Farmers Market
November 20, 2004
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